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Music Department debut at 
the Welsh Proms 

St Marylebone debut at this Summer’s 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival 

 

 ‘...a show which hits the very high overall standard of the Fringe…’ reviewed by Tom King, Aug 2011 

Full colour pictures and report on pages 2—5 

‘Lord of the Flies’ 
Key Stage 3 production 



LORD OF THE FLIES 

On Tuesday 5th, Wednesday 6th and 
Thursday 7th July 2011, St Marylebone 
School Theatre became the setting for 
William Golding’s famous play ‘Lord of 
the Flies’. Nomadic theatre company, 
made up of students in Key Stage 3, 
performed the play about a group of 
school boys stranded on a desert island 
when their plane crashes. 

The tense themes, sense of fear, and 
the fights between the divided boys 
proved to be a thrilling watch for the 
packed-out theatre each evening. 
Supported by drumming, singing, and 
ritualistic dancing and with a student 
led production team, ‘Lord of the Flies’ 
was an incredible achievement for the 
cast and all students and staff involved. 





For the furst time in St Marylebone’s  
history, A level Drama students 
performed at the Edinburgh Festival in 
August 2011. ‘Cuts’, created by Mr. 
Roberts, examines the impact in 2009 
of changes to the exam boards which 
resulted in students receiving much 
lower grades than predicted The 
opportunity to perform as part of the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival was a 
fantastic experience for the students 
involved and we are already looking 
ahead to next year’s performance at 
the world-famous festival! 



During Activity Week 2011, the Music 
Department took a choir of forty girls 
from Year 7 to Year 13 on tour to Cardiff. 

The choir stayed at the Urdd City Sleepover, centrally 
located in Cardiff Bay next to the Millennium Centre. There 
were 3 outstanding performances during the week: in the 
Wales Millennium Centre, in the newly rebuilt Royal Welsh 
College of Music and Drama, and  in St David’s Hall as part 
of the Welsh Proms. During the week, the choir visited the 
National Museum of Wales, toured the Welsh National 
Assembly Building, as well as exploring Cardiff City Centre, 
going on  a boat trip with a difference around Cardiff Bay, 
and even to the beach on Barry Island! 

During the tour, we got to see an outdoor 
performance of Pirates of Penzance and also 
watched a Proms concert at St David’s Hall. 
A fantastic week was had by all involved! 
 

http://www.stmaryleboneschool.com/
community/photos.htm 



Gospel Workshop 

Year 7 Scholars’ Concert 

In October, 6th  Form Drama students performed 
their own production of The Rocky Horror Show, 
directed by Drama scholars Maya Ellis and Amy 
Cotter. The students put the show together 
entirely by themselves and ‘Timewarp-ed’ their 
way to two incredibly successful performances 
which were enjoyed greatly by the packed out 
theatre audience. Well done to all involved! 



Gospel Workshop 

After most people had gone home on the last day of term a group of dedicated Year 10 students went to a 
Gospel Choir workshop at the Institute of Education. Here they learnt about the meaning and historical 
context of gospel music and got their “gospel groove” on! Highlights included a four part version of ‘Lean On 
Me’ and beautiful solos from Kangwa Saili, Lauren Olukoya and Lois Graham. 

On Thursday 10th November, the 
Autumn Music Showcase took place at 
Blandford Street Hall. The Showcase 
gives Year 12 A-level Music students 
their first opportunity to perform a 
solo piece to a live audience. The 
performance was complemented with 
pieces from Chamber Choir and Shout 
Out!. Congratulations to the soloists 
who performed with confidence and 
showcased their talents excellently. 

Year 7 Scholars’ Concert 

On Monday 17th October, the Year 7 Music Scholars had their first chance to perform at St Marylebone 
when they took part in the Scholars’ Concert which was performed to the Year 7 students. Each scholar 
performed a solo piece on her instrument or voice and there was a wide variety of pieces from Purcell to 
Mozart to a modern Adele song. The girls performed brilliantly - well done Year 7 Scholars! 



Dance 

I was nominated by my teacher to apply for the Aspire Dance Mentoring Scheme (a partnership 
between London Youth Dance and the Council for Dance Education and Training). This is a scheme 
in which if I was to be successful I would be paired up with a student who studied dance at a 
university/vocational school, who would become my mentor. I immediately began filling out the 
application, as this sounded like an amazing experience and an opportunity that I did not want to 
miss, especially as I am considering studying dance further after my A-levels. 
Not long after sending off the application I received the news that I was successfully through the 
application stage. Next was the audition - this involved taking part in a group workshop and 
choreographic task, performing a solo dance piece that I had to prepare myself, and a short 
interview. Nineteen people attended the audition and only ten of us were going to get through, 
which was very daunting. The whole audition lasted for several hours, and was very demanding 
but also exhilarating. 
On the induction day of the scheme, we were paired up with our mentors and spent the day 
getting to know one another and playing games. My mentor has become my primary point of 
contact for any questions or queries I have about dance and studying dance further. The scheme 
involves a shadow day, where I get to spend the day with my mentor at her dance school, and it 
also includes trips to go and watch various performances/rehearsals of professional dance 
companies. 
This is a great scheme aimed at giving students an insight into dance at a higher level and even as 
a career, and it is an wonderful opportunity that I am very grateful for. 

ASPIRE DANCE MENTORING SCHEME 
Flora Grant 12WJ 

On the day of the performance, Year Eight were all in the playground at lunchtime ready to 

perform. Everyone was a bit nervous, but we were all excited about the Flash Mob. 

We did our dance to the African drumming, played by some of the girls in Year Eight, and it 

was really exciting to be in a 'Team Year Eight' event! 

Personally, I really enjoyed it, and would like to thank all the Dance teachers that were 

involved, particularly Miss McCoid, who worked really hard in our Dance lessons to make the 

event a success! 

On Thursday 20th October 2011, all Year Eight girls 

participated in a extravaganza of African music 

and dance in the playground for our African Flash 

Mob. Year Eight practised after school with Miss 

McCoid, to prepare for the Flash Mob, and 

everyone was enthusiastic and excited! 

Year Eight Flash Mob 
Rani Gandesha 8W 

We worked in groups in our weekly dance lessons, and worked hard on our sequences using 

African dance moves, from our big class sequence. We then brought everything together as a 

year group, on the Wednesday before, after school. It was brilliant as we got to see what the 

other girls had been working on in their dance lessons. 



As part of our A level Dance course, Miss McCoid invited a professional West End dancer 
to run a Broadway Dance workshop as well as offer a ’Question and Answer’ session 

about her career. The dancer’s name was Maddy Harland. 
Maddy’s Broadway Dance class was very exciting, we learnt two contrasting routines 

based on the 1930s and 1940s and we were able to experience the old jazz style from 
musicals like Guys and Dolls and Winter Wonderland. Immersing ourselves in the era was 
a lot of fun and gave us a chance to learn about the specific features of musical theatre. 

The class was really inspiring for me particularly as I want to pursue a career in musical 
theatre. Meeting Maddy helped me to understand myself better as a performer and to 

always be determined wherever I go. 

Meeting A Professional Dancer 

Ana Cardoso 13HS 

Ms McCoid has choreographed a hip hop piece of dance for the 
Dance Show that will be taking place in January. Approximately 
twenty three girls will be taking part. The dance is based on the 
ideas from dark fairytales, although this will be a very contemporary 
version! Rehearsing for this dance piece has been very inspiring 
and uplifting because every time we rehearse we all have the 
chance to be creative and work together which increases our 
relationships with each other and our passion for dance. 

In November, Dance Scholars took a trip 

to the theatre to see the dance show 

óHappy As Larryô. We all had an 

amazing night and the standard of dance 

was outstanding. There were about ten 

dancers in the company who told a story 

through dance. The main idea motif was 

based on the chalk board they had on 

stage at all times. One dancer óLarryô 

controlled the others through his 

illustrations on the chalkboard. There 

was a mix of contemporary, dance, and 

Hip Hop/Street. Overall the performance 

was brilliant and very recommendable. 

HAPPY AS LARRY  
óSome Like it Hip Hopô is a dance 

performed by Zoonataion professional 

dance company which Senior Dance 

company went to see at the Peaecock 

Theatre in November. Each one of us was 

overwhelmed by the level of dance shown. 

There were around fourteen dancers, 

including two live singers and a narrator 

who also helped to communicate the story. 

The theme was taken from the show 

óSome Like It Hotô and was interpreted in 

a unique but outstanding hip hop way. 

Everybody was stunned and mesmerised 

by the performance and it has definitely 

inspired a lot of people so far. Overall, an 

amazing five star performance. 

SOME LIKE IT HIP HOP  

Dance Show Preparation 

Misty Ingham 9D 

Dance Reviews 

Verity Hayes 9H 



This October two groups of Year 9 Mathematicians made the journey 
across the city to visit the London Eye as part of the enriched Year 9 
Maths curriculum.  Pupils calculated the attractionôs annual capacity 
and carried out a survey to estimate the actual boarding rate.  Back at 
school, pupils were able to use the data they had gathered to calculate 
an estimate of the annual income generated by the famous landmark.  
Using the skills acquired in their joint Maths and Enterprise lessons, 
many pupils arrived at an answer that was remarkably close to the true 
figure. 

Maths  

As an added bonus, students enjoyed the ó4D experienceô, a 3-dimensional film that follows a seagull 
swooping over many of Londonôs most well-known sights.  This offered a different perspective on the city 
the pupils call home ï quite literally a birdôs-eye view.  Wind, bubbles and mist added an extra 
dimension, and made this a truly immersive experience they wonôt soon forget! 
The students thoroughly enjoyed themselves and worked hard to come up with some impressive 
conclusions.  Thanks to their enthusiasm, the trips were a great success, and the pupils should be proud 
of themselves for being outstanding ambassadors for the school.              Mr G. Watkins, Maths Teacher 

Another academic year marks another opportunity for St Marylebone to participate in 
the Engineering Education Scheme. This is a National Scheme for a team of Year 12 
students who want to pursue a career in Engineering. We have been fortunate to be 
partnered with Golder Associates this year to work on a civil engineering project 
about providing water for a mine in Burkina Fasso. 

Engineering Education Scheme 

On 13th October, our team went to the official launch of the 
Scheme at Halcrow in Hammersmith along with eight other 
schools from London. The day involved learning about the 
project and the scheme and also a team building exercise.  

We are excited about the year to come and to see how the team progress on this 

project. 

The team were set the challenge of building a tower out 
of dry spaghetti and jelly babies that would be able to 
hold a golf ball at the top. This was a great opportunity 
for the team to get to know each other. In the competi-
tion to build the tallest tower, the St Marylebone team 
were victorious, beating all the other London schools. 
Their design was praised by other engineers at the event.  

Ms. S. Li-In-Oy (Teacher of Maths) 

 



The Marylebone Mathematical Games 2011 

During óActivity Week 2011ô our Year 7 Maths students ran a 
Mathematical Decathlon for primary school pupils. Having spent 
the early part of the week mastering various mathematical games 
themselves, they had to coach a group of Year 5 students from 
Essendine Primary School in the same activities. During a 1-hour 
session in the Sports Hall, the primary school pupils each 
completed up to ten different activities, all the time coached and 
supervised by Year 7 Marylebone students. Essendine have 
already asked if they can re-book for next year and we look forward 
to including other primary schools in the borough in future. 

To follow up on their code-breaking work at the end of last academic year, three teaching groups 
from Year 10 visited the Imperial War Museum in September 2011. During this cross-curricular 
outing they saw how the Science and Mathematics of secrecy underpinned military security 
throughout the 20

th
-century.  

(Can you guess what objects these 
were used for?) 

Engineering Education Scheme 

Year 10 Imperial War Museum Trip 

They saw some of the actual devices used in this 
intellectual arms race including one of the famous 
óenigmaô machines, and one of the less well known, but 
even more sophisticated óLorenzô devices that drove the 
engineers at Bletchley Park to build the worldôs first 
computer. Many of the students were astonished at how 
bulky and primitive these items were compared with their 
own mobile phones. 

Mr. D. Chandrakumar (Teacher of Maths) 

 

A huge WELL DONE and CONGRATULATIONS 
goes to Agnes Chandler in 8D who recently 

passed her Grade 8 Trumpet Exam with 
Distinction. This is a brilliant achievement 
and is due to Agnesõs hard work and 

dedication. Look out for Agnes taking a 
prominent role in future school music events! 



On 20 September 2011 we had the privilege to attend and report on the annual London Youth Games 

Hall of Fame and Awards Event at Lord's Cricket Ground.  

The London Youth Games is a competition for young people in London involving a variety of popular 

sports. All the boroughs of London are involved in events throughout the year.  

This special event was to celebrate the Games and there were some famous athletes and competitors 

and Mayors from different parts of London attending, as well as many students who had taken part in 

sport and could be future winners.  

After interviewing Denise, a 10 -year -old who is the top young table tennis player in the UK, we were 

surprised and inspired by her self -confidence and enthusiasm. We bumped into Alliana and Diana, 

students from our school, who play badminton for Westminster borough -  they introduced us to the 

rest of the team and then Richard, the sailing coach for Lambeth told us that they can't even train in 

their borough as there isn't somewhere suitable for young people to sail so they practise in other 

places -  a bit controversial!  

We also spoke to former athlete and Olympic gold medallist Linford Christie. He told us he had 

competed at the London Youth Games when he was at school and said "they are a stepping stone" 

for young athletes. From a former a Olympian to a future one, we also spoke to Amy Oliver. She 

hopes to compete at London 2012 in archery in the exact venue we were all in! She said it was "very 

exciting" to be there and she was looking forward to doing at test event at Lord's in a few weeks.  

Once the guests had arrived and seen some of the demonstrations and done interviews they started 

to head off to the Awards ceremony bit of the evening. Some of the competitors got prizes and 

former London Youth Games competitor and British high jumper Dalton Grant and skier Chemmy 

Alcott were made part of the London Youth Games Hall of Fame.  

In attending and reporting on this event we've learnt the importance of determination and positivity, 

and with the Olympics coming to London next year we think the London Youth Games have inspired 

many to take part!  

ICT 

When we first arrived, we were given a quick tour of the inside area where demonstrations of sports 

were taking place. The London 2012 Olympic Torch was also on display, which was a popular 

photograph opportunity for lots of the guests and athletes!  

We found out about different aspects of some sports and the London Youth Games and we 

interviewed many different people at the event, some who have taken part in the Olympics and some 

who want to.  

School Reporters with former sprinter and 

gold medallist Linford Christie  

School Reporters were impressed by young 

table tennis player Denise  

Tharini Herath Pathiranage 9B, Zara Ali 9B, and Kate Finn 9H  



)ÔȭÓ ωȢρυÁÍ ÁÎÄ ςχ 9ÅÁÒ ψ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÙÇÒÏÕÎÄ ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÎÇ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÔÏ 
the Guardian office in Euston. We hopped on a bus from Harley Street and the journey took 15 
minutes. Then it was just a two-minute walk to the Guardian Head Office in London. We posed 
for photos outside and then we were in - this was our time to shine. First, we met Margaret, our 
guide for the day, who also helped us with our work. We then walked upstairs to the Education 
Centre where we were told that we had just over three hours to write and edit a newspaper 
ÆÒÏÎÔ ÐÁÇÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÁÙȭÓ ÈÅÁÄÌÉÎÅÓȢ  7Å ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÔ ÖÅÒÙ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÃÉÄÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÏ ÐÕÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÏÎÔ 
page and when we finally decided we then wrote out our report. We had to do a main cover 
ÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÐÌÕÓ ÔÈÒÅÅ ȬÎÅ×Ó-in-ÂÒÉÅÆȭ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ - these included Jessie J joining The 
Voice and the hot weather.  After doing most of that we had lunch in the staff canteen before 
going back to the Education Centre to finish our reports.  Later we became editors for each 
other and edited the newspaper stories for the other groups. Last of all, each group added 
images and headlines and captions to their articles. Then it went live! The headlines were 
printed on to A3 paper and then students shared their work with each other. We left with our 
A3 sized sheets of our front pages. 
I am sure that all the other Year 8s will agree that this was a very fun and interesting trip. 

In October, a group of  Year 10s and 12s went on a trip to the Guardian to get an experience of 
what it would be like to be a journalist, accompanied by Miss Parkes and Miss Shaikh.  We were 
put in pairs and asked to write and design the front page of a news paper. We had to write  five 
stories in a short space of time so it got a bit stressful coming up to the deadline but we all 
finished our papers and the lady who was helping us was very impressed and said we did very 
well. I enjoyed this trip because it was a chance to spend time in an adult work environment and 
discover that a lot of work is involved in creating a finished newspaper to a deadline. 

On 11th October 2011 the Year 12 ICT students were visited by 
Philip Barton. He is the director of a computer games research 
company. He came in to speak to students about the research 
industry and on how games research is used for marketing and game 
development. He was able to tell us statistics of game and console 
sales across Europe. The highlight came at the end when Philip 
pulled up data on specific games about who plays them and in which 
country. 

TRIPS TO THE GUARDIAN 

Year 8 Trip - Alice Dermody Palmer 8B 

Year 10 & 12 Trip - Anna Vlassova-Longworth 10W 

COMPUTER GAMES RESEARCH 



It has been another successful start to the school year for the Key Stage 5 Learning 
Support Centre students from College Park School and St Marylebone. The new Year 
12 students have settled well into St Marylebone and have been making new friends in 
their form groups and their lessons. 
This year we have introduced new subjects: BTEC Hospitality and BTEC Travel and 

Tourism where the students are taught by College Park and St Marylebone staff. 

Below are some photos of some of the yummy food they have been learning to make 

in Hospitality.  

One of the projects we have been working on is to help develop teamworking skills. 

The Year 13 students had to design and develop a product in small groups. They had 

to decide as a team on the product they wanted to create, market it, make an advert 

for their product and create the final item. They then presented their ideas to a panel 

of judges made up of students and there was a vote towards the best developed 

product. Well done to the personal pens groups who worked successfully as a team 

and won the vote. 

All the Year 12 students are currently out on work placements one day a week working 

as care takers, receptionists, gardeners and nursery school assistants. It is hoped that 

these placements will give all students the best chance to experience workplaces first 

hand so that they can leave St Marylebone with the independence and skills so that 

they are ready to enter the world of work. 



On Thursday 11th November the Year 10 and 11 Gifted and Talented students from all 
subjects took part in a training workshop in the form of  two sessions. The first session was 
titled ôHow to win any argument ever!õ and was lead by the Philosophy Department. During 
this session the students took part in a range of  exciting, interactive activities that 
encouraged them to develop their skills in analysing and constructing arguments. The 
students then put these newly acquired skills to use and became engaged in working towards 
creating sound arguments proving that ôthe sun will rise tomorrowõ, which prompted a very 
lively debate! As well as getting a taste of  A-level Philosophy, the students who took part in 
the session argued their points confidently and coherently and will hopefully be able to put 
these advanced skills in to practice during this term. 

Key Stage 4 Gifted and Talented workshop 

During the second session, the students were given an inspiring insight into further 
education from Mr Cheshire. This was followed with a question and answer session about life 
at Cambridge and Oxford University from Ms Markes and Ms Lyle. 
The behaviour of  the students was exemplary and their contributions and engagement in the 
activities were absolutely superb. Well done and thank you to all of  the students and staff  
who were involved in the day. Mrs. L. Gillham - Teacher i/c of Gifted and Talented  

Recently, in October, I attended a workshop once again with the all female 

Gals with Guitars, led by composer Sharon Gal for another composition and 

performance workshop. This time the venue was the Five Years Gallery, 

Hackney. Last time I attended the workshop at the Elevator Gallery, in April, 

everyone composed and performed using their electric guitars and amplifiers 

however this time we were asked to bring classical or acoustic guitars instead. 

The music we created used a very similar structure to the piece composed in 

April. We each went round in a cycle playing one sustained note. The idea was 

that once your first note had ended you would play a different one, also 

sustained, and soon the notes would form a structure. This was when team-

working skills became very important. If we didn't listen carefully to each 

other's notes or communicate between us then performance structure would 

seem distant from our playing. The structure of the piece was based on 

communication between us as performers. As our piece continued we each 

dropped out and slowly came back in again, starting with two notes, then 

introducing three notes, and eventually forming patterns of notes. As well as 

communicating with one another to make the music seem smooth and 

organised we had to use our ears very acutely and listen carefully to our guitar 

playing to determine the next note to play, at the right time. To end our 

performance we began to strum, at first only once, then twice, then as many 

times as we each liked. Now the music sounded wild and quite distorted with 

different patterns and rhythms. I enjoyed the workshop - it was a beautiful 

sunny afternoon outside, the gallery door was left open and together we all 

created a wonderful and very memorable piece of great guitar music. 

Aurelia McGlynn-Richon 9W 

Our performance on electric guitars from April 2011 is available at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=muPq63CP1e4 

The Return of Girl Power: Gals with Guitars 



End of Term 2: Friday 16th December 2011 at 12.30pm 
 

Term 3: Wednesday 4th January - Friday 10th February 2012 
 

Inter-Term Break: Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February 2012 
 

Term 4: Monday 20th February - Wednesday 28th March 2012 

All the photos from the Performing Arts 

faculty Christmas productions and 

performances, as well as next term’s 

annual Dance Show.  

Dates for your diary 

Term Dates 

In the next issue …. 

Wednesday 14th December 2011 
Festival of Readings and Carols 

St Marylebone Parish Church, 7.00pm 
 

Wednesday 25th January 2011 
St Marylebone Dance Show 

St Marylebone School Theatre, 4.30pm & 6.00pm 
 

Thursday 26th January 2011 
St Marylebone Dance Show 

St Marylebone School Theatre, 7.00pm 


