
   

On Thursday 28th April, the whole school 
celebrated Year 11 achievement in a special 
church service. At this service every 
student in Year 11 was presented with a 
record of achievement that was filled with 
personal achievements, ranging from 
qualifications they had obtained to 
certificates that reflected their charitable 
nature. The service falls at the time of year 
when Year 11 are preparing to leave school 
for their GCSE exams, and provides them 
with an official document which they can 
use to impress future 6th form and job 
interviews.   
 
Year 11 students personalised the assembly 
and performed musical instrumentals and 

songs that reflected both their talent and 
progress made throughout the school. 
These were inspiring performances which 
Iôm sure encouraged other students to 
work even harder to ensure success. The 
service hymns were even picked by Year 11 
and the popular choice ñShine Jesus 
Shineò had the congregation singing. 
Well done again to Year 11, we wish them 
well in examinations and want to use this 
as a final opportunity to thank them and 
their parents for all the support they have 
provided over the last 5 years at school. 
 
Miss Congdon 
Head of Year 11 
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On a grey morning in late March, our Upper School debaters prepared to 
take part in the London Round of the Debate Mate Cup.  Joining hundreds of 
students from across the city, the teams would take part in three gruelling 
qualifying rounds during the day.  
 
Having debated a wide range of motions, including the particularly 
controversial topic óThis House Would Allow People to Sell Their Organsô, we 
waited nervously in the central hall of the London School of Economics to 
hear the results.  To our delight, one of our teams was selected to take part in 
the London Finalé 
 
Our team of brave students ï Simi Bickersteth, Iman Less, Flora Higgins, 
Megan Wilson and Neda Mohammadi - had to debate in the central hall in 
front of hundreds of students from schools throughout London.  They did a 
fantastic job debating the motion, óThis House Would Give Prisoners the 
Voteô and were pronounced overall winners of the London regional round! 

 
Our students will now go on to take part in the Debate Mate National Finals Day at the Royal Institution on the 29 th of 
June.  Congratulations to the team on this marvellous result!  
 
March was a very busy month for our debating club, as our Year 11 debaters Isabel Fletcher and India Hill also took part in 
the prestigious Oxford Union Finals Day.  They debated against Sixth Formers from Eton College, Westminster and St 
Paulôs and did an absolutely brilliant job against very tough competition.  Although our team did not make it through to 
the final, we very much enjoyed watching the top four teams in England debating the topical motion óThis House Believes 
that it is Justifiable for the West to Assassinate Dictators.ô  
 
Finally, our Sixth Form team has also been watching high level debates.  On Tuesday 5th April, four of our top sixth former 
debaters, lead by Mr Douglas, attended an Intelligence Squared debate in Cadogan Hall. The motion was óVote for AVô (the 
alternative voting system) and there were some fantastic, high profile and engaging speakers.   It was a brilliant evening 
that expanded our political awareness and gave the team great insight into the skill of debating.  
 
Miss Dempster 
Head of Debating  

India and Isabel about to prepare for 

another debate on the Oxford Union 

Finals Day.  

 

St Marylebone Wins  
London Round of Debate Mate Cup  

 
On Tuesday 15th March we left for our Cumbria adventure, most of us 
travelling to an unknown area that Miss Edwards had briefly told us 
about. After a long 5 hour train journey, it was easy to tell we had 
arrived and notice the difference between London and Cumbria; for a 
start the air was much fresher and there was much more greenery, 
even the buildings were old fashioned! Kendal was evidently a very 
ópreservedô town being in the heart of the Lake District. That night, we 
slept in a youth hostel in order to make our way fresh faced for the 
European Union conference in the morning.  
 
On the Wednesday we arrived at the conference which seemed to be 
situated in the middle of nowhere with beautiful views everywhere. 
During the conference we were separated into four different activity 
groups looking at global poverty, biodiversity, the impacts of climate 
change and also the economy. In the afternoon we were fortunate 
enough to hear from the Keynote speaker, óEmily Cumminsô who is a 
woman who followed her childhood dream of being an inventor. Her 
speech was very inspirational and she talked about the challenges she 
has faced and how she overcame these, all by the age of 23! 
 
During the last part of the afternoon, we were able to work as a group 
from St Marylebone and brainstorm our ideas together highlighting 
ways of acting locally and impacting on a global scale. These ideas 
have been highlighted in our charterðwatch out around school for the 
small changes that will be taking place! 
 
Naomi Yehdego and Rachel Sfeir Year 9 

 Poverty 2 Prosperity Conference 
 Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th March 2011 



Last term a team of volunteers from the Japan Foundation came to run an after-school 

workshop for St Marylebone students. The workshop focused on introducing students to 

Japanese language and culture. Students were taught about the 3 different alphabets 

which are used in Japanese (Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji), they learned some basic 

greetings, made origami hearts and flowers and had the opportunity to try on some 

traditional Japanese Yukata (summer Kimono). Students from across all year groups 

attended and enjoyed themselves so much they asked the volunteers if they would visit 

our school again. 

Ms Valdar  

ñDuring the Japan Foundation event I liked it when we got to wear the Yukata/

Kimono.  I also enjoyed it when we made a heart and a flower using origami papers. I 

like Japan and Japanese culture because it is really interesting; there is a lot of history 

behind it, especially their writing symbols and bowingò    

 Chelsea Nonato W7 

Visit from the Japan Foundation  



During the Easter holidays ten Year 12 and 13 students Spanish 

students went on a whirlwind 3 -day cultural and linguistic 

immersion trip to Madrid. They visited many of the capital cityôs 

cultural sights including: the Prado and Reina Sofía art galleries, the 

Royal Palace, the Cathedral, the Parque de Retiro and Plaza Mayor. 

They also had time to sample Spanish tapas, watch an amazing 

flamenco show and to practise their Spanish with the locals and us! 

 
Ms Hume, Ms Hainey & Ms OôMalley 
 
"My favourite insight into the culture was the flamenco show; it 

exceeded my expectations and was really brilliant. The dance was 

very energetic and passionate; something I thought was very 

reflective of the culture."     

 
Kirsty Hart (Year 13) 
 
ñEveryone is sooo friendly and helpful, I felt so comfortable in 

Madrid, like I'd lived there before. People there  are really easy to 

get along with.ò  

 Rebecca Sommers (Year 13) 

Sixth Form Trip to Madrid  
April 2011 


