
Of Mice and Men 
 
Essay questions: 
 

1. Explore the ways Steinbeck makes the ending of the novel so moving. 
 

2. To what extent are all dreams doomed to fail in Of Mice and Men? 
 

3. What is the importance of Slim in the novel, and how does Steinbeck present him? 
 

4. George is a character with flaws. What are his strengths and weaknesses? 
 

5. Is Of Mice and Men a pessimistic novel? 
 

6. Steinbeck wrote that Curley’s wife was “a nice girl and not a floozy”. Explain your interpretation of the 
character of Curley’s wife. 
 

7. How does Steinbeck explore the theme of isolation through Crooks and ONE other character in the novel? 
 

8. Who benefits most out of George and Lennie’s friendship? 
 
 
Passage questions: 
 

1. Chapter 1, the first appearance of George and Lennie, starting at “They had walked in single file down the 
path, and even in the open one stayed behind the other” going to “Jesus Christ, you’re a crazy bastard!” 
How does Steinbeck make this an appropriate introduction to the two main characters? 

 
2. Chapter 2, the first appearance of Curley’s Wife, starting at “Both men glanced up, for the rectangle of 

sunshine in the doorway was cut off” going to “ ‘Bye, boys,’ she called into the bunk house, and she hurried 
away.” 
How does Steinbeck’s writing in this passage vividly reveal the character of Curley’s wife? 

 
3. Chapter 2, the first appearance of Slim, starting at “A tall man stood in the doorway” going to “ ‘It’s a lot 

nicer to go around with a guy you know,’ said George.” 
How does Steinbeck’s writing make the character of Slim so impressive? 

 
4. Chapter 3, the shooting of Candy’s dog, starting at “George followed to the door and shut the door and set 

the latch gently in its place” going to “then he rolled over and faced the wall and lay silent.” 
How does Steinbeck make this such a tense moment in the novel? 
 

5. Chapter  5, the aftermath of the death of Curley’s wife, starting at “the sun streaks were high on the wall by 
now, and the light was growing soft in the barn” going to “in a moment Candy came back, and George was 
with him.” 
How does Steinbeck’s writing make this such a powerful and significant moment in the novel? 


