
An Inspector Calls 
 
How is the mother/daughter relationship in this play explored? (2009) 
 
How successfully has the writer portrayed a class-ridden and hypocritical society? (2009) 
 
At one point in the play the Inspector says: “We don’t live alone. We are all members of 
one body. We are responsible for each other.” 
How successfully is the idea of collective responsibility explored in this play, through the 
use of the Inspector? (2008) 
 
How important is the role of Eric in this play?  (2008) 
 
“The characters are presented to the audience as being wholly bad, or wholly good – there 
is no in-between.” 
By referring to the presentation of AT LEAST TWO characters, show how far you agree 
with this statement. (2007) 
 
 It has been said that “Eva/Daisy is the most important character in this play, because the 
other characters only reveal their true natures in their dealings with her: and yet we never 
see her on the stage”. 
How successful do you consider this dramatic technique of a central ‘invisible’ character 
to be? (2007) 
 
“Sheila is the most interesting character in the play, because the writer allows her to 
change and develop.” 
How far do you agree with this comment? (2006) 
 
 “Part ghost story, part murder mystery, part moral lecture.” 
To what extent do you agree with this description of An Inspector Calls? (2006) 
 
“An interesting portrayal of the period in which it is set, but of little relevance to a modern 
audience.” 
By referring closely to the play, show whether you agree or disagree with this view. (2005) 
 
 “This play is built on deceit.” 
How important is deceit, in its various forms, to the structure and dramatic impact of this 
play? (2005) 
 
- Read the opening of Act One until the arrival of the Inspector.  What does this extract tell 
us about the attitudes and beliefs of some or all of the Birling household at this point in the 
play? 
 
- What changes, if any, does the Inspector bring about in the household? 
 
- Read Act Three, from immediately after the departure of the Inspector, to the moment 
when Gerald Croft enters with the news that the Inspector is a fraud.  How does the 
characters’ conversation illustrate all the prejudices that have already been dealt with 
throughout the rest of the play? 
 
- What do any two characters reveal about themselves by their treatment of Eva 
Smith/Daisy Renton? 
 
- Look at the opening of Act One until the arrival of the Inspector. 
What do we learn about the character of Birling in this extract? Does his later behaviour 
confirm these impressions? 
 



- The Inspector says:’ There’ll be plenty of time, when I’ve gone, for you all to adjust your 
family relationships.’ 
How far would you say that the members of the Birling family are capable of adjusting their 
relationships? 
 
- Describe how Mr Birling behaves towards the Inspector during the play.  Explain this 
behaviour? 
 
- What do we learn about Sheila in the play? 
 
- Read the opening of Act One as far as the exit of Mrs Birling, Sheila and Eric. 
What assumptions can be made about the social position of the Birling family and their 
attitudes to life in general?  How are the Birlings’ aims and values in life transformed 
through the course of the play? 
 
- Is Inspector Goole anything more than a representative of the local police in this play? 
 
- What do you learn of life in Brumley from An Inspector Calls? 
 
- By what means does J.B.Priestley build up a sense of dramatic tension throughout the 
play? 
 
- ‘A good play has something to say about people, either as individuals or as members of 
communities.’  Show how An Inspector Calls fulfils this criterion. 
 
- ‘We don’t live alone.  We are members of one body.  We are responsible for each other.’  
How does An Inspector Calls demonstrate the truth of this statement? 
 
‘ I tell you - whoever that Inspector was, it was anything but a joke.  You knew it then.  You 
began to learn something.  And now you’ve stopped.  You’re ready to go on in the same 
old way.’  What lessons have you found in the play and how well are they taught? 
 
- Who, in your opinion, is most responsible for Eva/Daisy’s downfall? 
 
- How have the Birling family changed as a result of the Inspector’s visit? 
 
-What is the effect of the end of the play?     


